Introduction
The calibration of analytical methods for conjugated bilirubin (CBil) has some well-known difficulties, all of which are due to the lack of stability of the bilirubin glycuronides.
N-( 1-naphthyl)-ethylendiamine-dihydrochloride (NEDD) and its derivatives have been used as secondary calibrators for continuous-flow analytical instruments (for example Technicon's SMAC) [1] . These molecules are known to react with the diazonium salts, yielding azoderivatives which have spectral qualities similar to those of azobilirubin. NEDD has also successfully been employed in the authors' laboratory as secondary calibrator for conjugated bilirubin on a discrete clinical analyser: the Hitachi 706 [2] . Results [3] .
The rationale of this procedure lies in the fact that molar absorptivities of the diazo products for conjugated and total bilirubin are commonly assumed to be the same [4] . The problem that the molar absorptivity of the azo-NEDD product is different from that of azo-bilirubin product can be overcome by establishing the conversion factor, which allows the 'apparent CBil' value to be assigned to NEDD solutions. Error (TE) [7] referring to values in this range. In fact, at 10 mg/1 level TE was 1"61 mg/l with the lower limit (TE) 1"46 rag/1 and the upper limit (TEu) 1"84 rag/1. This is quite acceptable: a medical significance value of 2 mg/1 has been proposed by Barnett [8] . In conclusion, this simple, reliable procedure for calibrating the aca's CBil channel is a good alternative to the rather involved official methodology.
